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$\begingroup$	I	would	still	stick	with	Hardy	and	Wright,	even	if	it	is	quite	old.	$\endgroup$	6	$\begingroup$	Serre's	"A	course	in	Arithmetic"	is	pretty	phenomenal.	$\endgroup$	3	$\begingroup$	Apostol,	Introduction	to	Analytic	Number	Theory.	I	think	it'	very	well	written,	I	got	a	lot	out	of	it	from	self-study.	$\endgroup$	1	$\begingroup$	A	concise
introduction	to	the	theory	of	numbers	by	Alan	Baker	(1970	Fields	medalist)	covers	a	lot	of	ground	in	less	than	100	pages,	and	does	so	in	a	fluid	way	that	never	feels	rushed.	I	love	this	little	book.	$\endgroup$	$\begingroup$	One	of	my	colleagues,	a	number	theorist,	recommended	the	little	book	by	van	den	eynden	for	beginners.	my	favorite	is	by	trygve
nagell.	(I	am	a	geometer.)	One	of	my	friends,	preparing	for	a	PhD	in	arithmetic	geometry?,	started	with	the	one	recommended	by	Barry,	Basic	number	theory.	As	I	recall	it's	for	people	who	can	handle	Haar	measure	popping	up	on	the	first	page	of	a	"basic"	book	on	number	theory.	I	also	recommend	Gauss's	Disquisitiones	Arithmeticae.	$\endgroup$	4
$\begingroup$	A	Friendly	Introduction	to	Number	Theory	by	Joseph	H.	Silverman.	Although	the	proofs	provided	are	fairly	rigorous,	the	prose	is	very	conversational,	which	makes	for	an	easy	read.	Also,	the	material	is	presented	so	that	even	a	student	with	a	low	to	moderate	level	of	mathematical	maturity	can	follow	the	text	conceptually	and	do	many	of
the	exercises,	but	there	are	plenty	of	exercises	to	stretch	the	more	curious	mathematician's	mind.	As	an	undergrad	I	found	it	very	useful	and	even	years	later	it	is	one	of	my	all-time	favorite	number	theory	references.	$\endgroup$	2	$\begingroup$	Elementary	Number	Theory	-	by	David	M.	Burton	if	you	want	it	somewhere	halfway	between	fast	and
slow.	link	$\endgroup$	3	$\begingroup$	It	depends	on	the	level.	For	an	undergraduate	interested	in	algebraic	number	theory,	I	would	strongly	suggest	(parts	of)	Serre's	Cours	d'arithmetique	and	also	Samuel's	Théorie	algébriques	des	nombres.	For	a	graduate	student	aiming	at	a	future	of	research	work	in	number	theory,	Cassels	&	Fröhlich	is	a	must.
$\endgroup$	2	$\begingroup$	Problems	in	Algebraic	Number	Theory	is	written	in	a	style	I'd	like	to	see	in	more	textbooks	$\endgroup$	1	$\begingroup$	Kato's	"Fermat's	Dream"	is	a	jewel.	(Full	disclosure:	actually	I	saw	it	mentioned	either	here	or	on	mathoverflow,	and	I	was	looking	for	the	post	to	thank	the	source.)	$\endgroup$	$\begingroup$	For	a
highly	motivated	account	of	analytic	number	theory,	I'd	recommend	Harold	Davenport's	Multiplicative	Number	Theory.	$\endgroup$	2	$\begingroup$	Number	Theory	For	Beginners	by	Andre	Weil	is	the	slickest,most	concise	yet	best	written	introduction	to	number	theory	I've	ever	seen-it's	withstood	the	test	of	time	very	well.	For	math	students	that
have	never	learned	number	theory	and	want	to	learn	it	quickly	and	actively,	this	is	still	your	best	choice.	For	more	advanced	readers	with	a	good	undergraduate	background	in	classical	analysis,	Melvyn	Nathason's	Elementary	Number	Theory	is	outstanding	and	very	underrated.	It's	very	well	written	and	probably	the	most	comprehensive	introductory
textbook	on	the	subject	I	know,ranging	from	the	basics	of	the	integers	through	analytic	number	theory	and	concluding	with	a	short	introduction	to	additive	number	theory,	a	terrific	and	very	active	current	area	of	research	the	author	has	been	very	involved	in.I	heartily	recommend	it.	$\endgroup$	2	$\begingroup$	One	book	I	think	everyone	should	see
is	the	one	by	Joe	Roberts,	Elementary	Number	Theory	:	A	Problem	Oriented	Approach.	First	reason:	the	first	third	of	the	book	is	just	problems,	then	the	rest	of	the	book	is	solutions.	Second	reason:	the	whole	book	is	done	in	calligraphy.	$\endgroup$	1	$\begingroup$	Another	interesting	book:	A	Pathway	Into	Number	Theory	-	Burn	[B.B]	The	book	is
composed	entirely	of	exercises	leading	the	reader	through	all	the	elementary	theorems	of	number	theory.	Can	be	tedious	(you	get	to	verify,	say,	Fermat's	little	theorem	for	maybe	$5$	different	sets	of	numbers)	but	a	good	way	to	really	work	through	the	beginnings	of	the	subject	on	one's	own.	$\endgroup$	$\begingroup$	William	Stein	has	shared	his
Elementary	Number	Theory	online:	It	is	accessible,	lots	of	examples	and	has	some	nice	computation	integration	using	SAGE.	I'll	be	using	it	this	semester	with	secondary	teachers,	and	will	report	back	if	things	go	particularly	well	or	poorly	with	it.	$\endgroup$	2	$\begingroup$	Perhaps	"best	ever"	is	putting	it	a	bit	strong,	but	for	me	one	of	the	best
besides	L	E	Dickson's	books	was	"Elementary	Number	Theory"	by	B	A	Venkov,	which	does	have	an	English	translation.	One	advantage	of	this	book	is	that	it	covers	an	unusual	and	quite	eclectic	mix	of	topics,	such	as	a	chapter	devoted	to	Liouville's	methods	on	partitions,	and	some	of	these	are	hard	to	find	in	other	texts.	The	best	benefit	for	me,
paradoxically,	was	that	the	English	translation	I	worked	with	was	littered	with	misprints,	in	places	a	dozen	or	more	per	page.	So	after	a	while	it	became	quite	an	enjoyable	challenge	to	find	them,	and	this	meant	having	to	study	and	consider	the	text	more	closely	than	one	might	have	done	otherwise!	$\endgroup$	$\begingroup$	In	my	opinion,	"the
theory	of	numbers"	by	Neal	H.	Mccoy	contains	all	number	theory	knowledge	that	a	common	person	should	have.	$\endgroup$	Highly	active	question.	Earn	10	reputation	(not	counting	the	association	bonus)	in	order	to	answer	this	question.	The	reputation	requirement	helps	protect	this	question	from	spam	and	non-answer	activity.	Something	went
wrong.	Wait	a	moment	and	try	again.	Disquisitiones	arithmeticae	by	Carl	Friedrich	Gauss.	This	is	the	book	that	started	it	all!	An	English	edition	was	published	in	1986	by	Springer-Verlag.	An	introduction	to	the	theory	of	numbers	by	G.	H.	Hardy	and	E.	M.	Wright.	Published	by	Oxford	at	the	Clarendon	Press.	This	is	an	excellent	book,	a	wonderful
classic.	Number	theory	for	beginners	by	André	Weil,	with	the	collaboration	of	Maxwell	Rosenlicht	(an	emeritus	professor	here	at	Berkeley).	This	Springer	book,	published	in	1979,	was	based	on	lectures	given	by	Weil	at	the	University	of	Chicago.	Although	relatively	terse,	it	is	a	model	number	theory	book.	A	classical	introduction	to	modern	number
theory,	second	edition,	by	Kenneth	Ireland	and	Michael	Rosen.	This	excellent	book	was	used	recently	as	a	text	in	Math	115.	An	introduction	to	number	theory	by	Harold	M.	Stark,	MIT	Press.	Highly	recommended!	Although	it	has	been	used	as	a	text	for	this	course,	it	does	not	cover	quadratic	reciprocity.	(The	author	turned	60	just	before	the	start	of
this	semester.)	The	theory	of	numbers:	a	text	and	source	book	of	problems	by	Andrew	Adler	and	John	E.	Coury,	published	in	1995	by	Jones	and	Bartlett.	This	book	is	somewhat	unusual	in	its	approach	in	that	it	presents	the	material	of	our	course	through	problems.	More	precisely,	each	chapter	begins	with	a	short	exposition	of	fundamental	results,
then	presents	a	large	number	of	problems	with	solutions,	and	then	finishes	off	with	exercises	that	do	not	have	solutions.	This	might	be	a	good	book	to	look	at	if	your	aim	is	to	do	as	many	problems	as	possible.	Elementary	number	theory	by	David	M.	Burton,	published	by	Wm.	C.	Brown.	Now	in	its	fourth	edition	(dated	1998),	it's	a	fairly	popular
textbook	for	courses	like	ours.	Elements	of	the	Theory	of	Numbers	by	Thomas	P.	Dence	and	Joseph	B.	Dence.	This	book	was	sent	to	me	recently	by	Academic	Press.	It	is	a	plausible	textbook	for	Math	115.	Introduction	to	Number	Theory	by	Peter	D.	Schumer.	I've	never	seen	this	book,	but	I	know	that	it	has	been	used	in	several	places	for	courses	like
ours.	Elementary	Number	Theory	and	its	Applications	by	Kenneth	H.	Rosen,	3rd	ed.,	Addison-Wesley.	Rosen	was	trained	as	a	number	theorist	(PhD	student	of	Harold	Stark)	and	writes	well.	(His	discrete	math	textbook	is	the	standard	book	for	Math	55.)	I	remember	liking	his	number	theory	book	when	it	first	came	out,	but	I	haven't	seen	a	copy	lately.
Elementary	number	theory	:	a	problem	oriented	approach	by	Joe	Roberts,	a	professor	in	the	Reed	College	math	department.	This	book	was	published	by	MIT	Press	in	the	late	1970s.	Visually,	it's	an	amazing	book:	it	is	not	typeset,	but	rather	is	photographically	reproduced	from	a	handwritten	manuscript.	The	library	has	a	copy	(QA241.R61),	but	the
book	is	out	of	print.	Roberts	has	also	written	The	lure	of	the	integers.	Number	theory	:	an	approach	through	history	from	Hammurapi	to	Legendre	by	André	Weil;	published	by	Birkhäuser	(1984).	There	are	copies	in	the	math	library	and	in	Moffitt.	This	is	the	book	to	consult	if	you	want	to	see	how	the	ancients	did	number	theory.	Introduction	to	number
theory	by	Hua	Loo	Keng,	published	by	Springer	in	1982.	This	book	is	a	translation	of	Hua's	1956	treatise;	it's	great	to	browse	through.	I	especially	like	Hua's	discussion	of	the	Chinese	Remainder	Theorem.	A	friendly	introduction	to	number	theory	by	Joseph	H.	Silverman,	published	by	Prentice	Hall.	An	excellent	book	for	a	more	elementary	course;	I
used	it	for	Math	24	one	year	ago.	(Silverman	just	won	the	American	Math	Society's	prize	for	exposition,	for	a	pair	of	graduate-level	books	on	elliptic	curves.)	The	book	of	numbers	by	John	Horton	Conway	and	Richard	K.	Guy.	This	book	is	not	about	number	theory	per	se,	but	it's	a	lot	of	fun	to	read!	It	is	used	frequently	in	freshman	seminars.	Kenneth	A.
Ribet	,	Math	Department	3840,	Berkeley	CA	94720-3840	This	page	last	modified
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